
New Hope Lutheran, Great Falls, Montana 24 December 2019 
Christmas Eve 
GATHERING 

Gathering Music:   I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve #271 Comp 1 
 
Welcome      
 
Prelude  It Came Upon The Midnight Clear #282 Comp 2 
 
The grace and peace of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, be with you all.       
And also with you. 
 
Opening Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”        ELW #283  Comp 3 
 
Prayer of the Day:  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.  
Grant that we here on earth may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence, and in the last day wake to the 
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

WORD 
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7   (pew Bible p. 624) 
 Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Special Music: (youth trio)   Away In The Manger, O Come All Ye Faithful    Comp 4 
 Grant Brumwell, Noah Butterfield, Trey St. John 
       
 
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14    (pew Bible p. 1087) 
 
Titus 2:11-14 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,[a] 12 training us to renounce impiety 
and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 
Savior,[b] Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and 
purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 
Word of God, word of life.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclimation - Go Tell It on the Mountain…..All Three Verses  .  #290 Comp 5 
 
Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-20     (pew Bible p. 933) 
 
Luke 2:1-20 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
The Birth of Jesus 
2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to 
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be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
The Shepherds and the Angels 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[a] the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,[b] praising God 
and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[c] 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 
 
 
 The Gospel of our Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Christmas Meditation 
 
Hymn:  
Hark the Herald  #270 Comp 6 
 
Prayers of the People  
 (each petition ends: Lord, in your mercy... hear our prayer.) 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.    And also with you. 
The sign of Peace is not the same as saying “hello” to those sitting near us in worship.  The Peace of Christ, rather, 
is a sign of the forgiveness and love that we receive in Holy Communion.  Our hope is to share that with each other 
in this community. 

 
MEAL 

Offering:  In response to God’s goodness, Christians return to God their time, ability, money, and their whole lives 

in service to God.  All are invited to share in this act of thankfulness and worship. 
 
Offertory Special Music:      
Infant Holy, Infant Lowly    #276  Comp 7 
 
Offering Response:   
Angels We Have Heard on High 3rd Verse   289 Comp 8 
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Offertory Prayer:  God with us: You came as a baby to a manger.  You slept on straw and greeted 
shepherds.  You came again in bread and wine.  Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary 
things.  And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of others in the strength of your holy 
name.  Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right........and join their unending hymn: 
Holy Holy Holy Setting 4  Comp 9 
 
Words of Institution & Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Invitation to the Table 
All are welcome at Jesus’ table.  He gives of himself in the bread and wine, and inbites us to receive it for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Please form one line in the aisle as you come forward.  Using the practice of intinction, you may 
choose to dip the bread in either the wine (darker) or grape juice (lighter).  If you need Communion brought to you, 
please tell an usher.  Children and adults who would like a blessing instead of receiving Communion, please indicate 
this by crossing your hands over your heart.  

 Joy to the world!  The Lord is come!  Let every heart receive your Savior! 
 

Lamb of God Comp 10 
Communion Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem    ELW #279 Comp 11 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you, comfort you, and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give you thanks, O God, that on this day you gave us Christ the Son to save us.  As you sent the 
one foretold, send us now with good news for all people.  Let the gladness of this feast have no end as 
we share with others the joy that fills us; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
Lighting of the Candles 

 
Hymn: “Silent Night”       ELW # 281  Comp 12 
1. Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 
 Round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2. Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; 



 Glories stream from heaven afar, 
 Heav’nly hosts sing, “Alleluia!” 
 Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
3. Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light 
 Radiant beams from your holy face, 
 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth,   Jesus, Lord, at your birth.   
  

SENDING 
May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.  Amen. 
May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.  Amen. 
May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.  Amen. 
The blessing of almighty God, the Father, the +Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 
you always.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song:  Joy to the World      ELW #267 Comp 13 
 
Go in peace.  Christ is with you!  Thanks be to God!  
 
Postlude Good Christian Friends Rejoice    #288                 Comp 14 
 


