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  Living Out God’s Kingdom:  The Call to Serve 
 

3125 5th Ave S., Great Falls, MT  59405 
www.newhopegf.org     406.315.1203 
 
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) within the Montana Synod.  
Our mission is to share our faith in Christ by serving all with respectful compassion.   In this unusual time 
of anxiety and concern about the corona virus, we believe one way we do that is to follow the guidance 
of public health officials and practice physical distancing.  That does not mean we have to stop being 
church together.  Our baptism into the body of Christ joins us together in ways that cannot be broken.  
Our worship today will begin with a thanksgiving for the gift of Holy Baptism.  As you wait for the live-
stream service to begin, you are invited to create a worship space of your own:  light a candle, or put 
some water in a bowl so that you can actively participate in our time together.   
 
Upon the recommendation of our presiding Bishop, we will fast from receiving the sacrament of Holy 
Communion for the remaining weeks of Lent.  Fasting is one of the disciplines of Lent; an opportunity for 
us to take time to stop, reflect, and ponder the meaning of whatever we are fasting from.  Let this be a 
time of deepening understanding about how Christ meets us in this meal.  Let it be a time of 
remembering also that Jesus meets us in the promises of our baptism, in the living word of Scripture, 
and in the fellowship of believers. 
 
GATHERING 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, +one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light 
and our salvation.  Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.  Let us give 
thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word 
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  Through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom.   
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.   
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and 
servants of all.   
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life 
in Jesus Christ.   
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.   
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 
 

http://www.newhopegf.org/


Gathering Song:  Blessing and Honor       ELW #854 
1.  Blessing and honor and glory and pow’r, wisdom and riches and strength evermore, 
 be to the Lamb who our battle has won, whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne; 
 whose are the kingdom, the crown and the throne! 
2.  Let all the heavens sound forth Jesus’ name;  let all the earth sing his glory and fame. 
 Ocean and mountain, stream, forest, and flow’r echo his praises and tell of his pow’r; 
 echo his praises and tell of his pow’r. 
3.  Ever ascending the son and the joy, ever descending the love from on high; 
 blessing and honor and glory and praise – this is the theme of the hymns that we raise; 
 this is the theme of the hymns that we raise. 
4.  Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb!  Take we the robe and the harp and the palm; 
 sing we the song of the Lamb who was slain, dying in weakness and rising to reign; 
 dying in weakness and rising to reign! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day:  Lord of love, you have taught us that love is your greatest commandment.  Teach 
us to love as unconditionally as you love us.  Amen. 
 
WORD 
 

A Prayer of Remembrance and Hope 

The litany is based on Psalm 89.  Please follow along by reading the petitions printed in bold type. 

 

Your love, God, is my song, and I’ll sing it!      I’m forever telling everyone how faithful you are. 

I’ll never quit telling the story of your love— how you built the cosmos and guaranteed everything in it. 

Your love has always been our lives’ foundation, your fidelity has been the roof over our world. 

We remember your people, O Lord, the people of the promise.  We hear their songs of praise, and our 
hearts rise up as we join our voices with theirs.  We too will sing of your steadfast love forever. 
God! Let the cosmos praise your wonderful ways, the choir of holy angels sing anthems to your faithful 

ways!  Search high and low, scan skies and land, you’ll find nothing and no one quite like God. 

The holy angels are in awe before God; the Lord looms immense and majestic over everything and 

everyone. God-of-the-Angel-Armies, who is like you, powerful and faithful from every angle? 

We remember your people, O Lord, the people of the promise.  We also hear and echo their lament.  
We attempt to grasp their despair, and we share our own. 
How long do we put up with this, God?  Are you gone for good? Will you hold this grudge forever? 

Remember my sorrow and how short life is.  Did you create men and women for nothing but this? 

We’ll see death soon enough.  Everyone does.   And there’s no back door out of hell. 

So where is the love you’re so famous for, Lord?  What happened to your promise to David? 

We remember your people, the people of your covenant.  We tremble at their persistent praise.  Even 
in the face of hardship, they said: “Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
Blessed be God forever and always!  Yes. Yes!  Oh, yes! 

 



We remember your people, O Lord, the people of the promise.  And we also know that even in times 
of trouble, you were with them.  You were with them, sending prophets to announce your covenant 
faithfulness and to call your people to obedience.  You were with them, preparing the way for the 
coming of the Anointed One, our Messiah and Christ.  Truly we say: “Blessed be the name of the 
Lord.” 
When we despair, we remember your faithfulness and we proclaim: 
“Blessed be the name of the Lord.  Blessed be the name of the Lord!” 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love. 
 
Gospel:  Mark 12:28-34, 41-44          Glory to you, O Lord. 
 The gospel of our Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Time & Sermon        Rev. Tammy Bull 
 
Hymn of the Day:  O God of Mercy, God of Light      ELW #714 
1.  O God of mercy, God of light, in love and mercy infinite,  
 Teach us, as ever in your sight, to live our lives in you. 
2.  You sent your Son to die for all, that our lost world might hear your call; 
 Oh, hear us lest we stray and fall!  We rest our hope in you. 
4.  For all are kindred, far and wide, since Jesus Christ for all has died; 
 Grant s the will, and grace provide, to love them all in you. 
5.  In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, may we each other’s burdens share; 
 May we, where help is needed, there give help as though to you. 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the   
 virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to 
 the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
 hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.          Amen. 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you all.  And also with you.   
 
The Offering (At this time in our regular service, we bring our gifts and offerings to God as an act of 
thankfulness and worship.  Although many normal functions and programs of New Hope’s ministry are 
on hold because of the corona virus, your church continues to care for people in our congregation, our 
community, and throughout the world in the name of Jesus.  We appreciate your faithfulness in 
contributing your time, energy, and money to that work!  In these weeks while we are not meeting in 
person, please continue to send your regular financial support to New Hope via US mail, automatic bill 
pay through your bank, or our new online feature through tithe.ly.  Thank you!) 
 
Prayers of the People 
Each petition ends with the words… “Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer.” 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 
May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of the light, 
strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face 
shine on you with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor, (+) and give you peace.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song:  Christ is Made the Sure Foundation (tune: Angels from the Realms of Glory)  ELW #645 
1.  Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ, our head and cornerstone, 
 Chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the church in one; 
 Holy Zion’s help forever, and our confidence alone. 
2.  To this temple, where we call you, come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; 
 Come with all your lovingkindness, hear your people as they pray; 
 And your fullest benediction shed within these walls today. 
3.  Here bestow on all your servants what they seek from you to gain; 
 What they gain from you, forever with the blessed to retain; 
 And hereafter in your glory evermore with you to reign. 
4.  Praise and honor to the Father, praise and honor to the Son, 
 Praise and honor to the Spirit, ever three and ever one:   
 One in might, and one in glory while unending ages run! 
 
Go in peace, to love and serve God and your neighbor.  We will, and we ask God to help us! 
 
Attributions: 
ELW # 854 Blessing and Honor text: Horatius Bonar; tune: Matthias Keller; public domain. 
ELW #714 O God of Mercy, God of Light   text: Godfrey Thring; tune: Joseph Barnby;  arr.©2006 
 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
ELW # 645 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation   text: Latin hymn c. 7th cent; tr. John Mason Neale; tune: 
 Henry Smart; public domain. 
Hear, O Israel  text:  based on Deuteronomy 6:4-5; tune: composer unknown; public domain. 
Liturgical texts from Sundays & Seasons, © 2017 Augsburg Fortress, and from ©2017-2018 Spirit and 
Truth Publishing.  Psalm litany ©John D. Witvleit, 2011 under Creative Commons Attribution – Non-
Commercial-ShareAlike. Liturgical music ©2006 Augsburg Fortress.  All used by permission.  
 
Announcements…. 
Out of concern for the privacy of persons for whom we are praying, individual names will not be read on 
the public livestream.  Please know that you or your loved ones continue to be held in the prayers of the 
church. 
 
Prayer Focus:  Love (In your prayers this week you are invited to ask Jesus to help you love others as you 
love yourself, and to love yourself as you love others.  This means complying with public health 
recommendations on physical distancing whether or not you feel ill.) 



GATHERING 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, +one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation.  Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.  Let 
us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  Through the sea you led 
your people Israel from slavery into freedom.   
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.   
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise 
and servants of all.   
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of 
new life in Jesus Christ.   
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.   
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
Gathering Song:  Blessing and Honor      ELW #854 
1.  Blessing and honor and glory and pow’r, wisdom and riches and strength evermore, 
 be to the Lamb who our battle has won, whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the 
throne; 
 whose are the kingdom, the crown and the throne! 
2.  Let all the heavens sound forth Jesus’ name;  let all the earth sing his glory and fame. 
 Ocean and mountain, stream, forest, and flow’r echo his praises and tell of his pow’r; 
 echo his praises and tell of his pow’r. 
3.  Ever ascending the son and the joy, ever descending the love from on high; 
 blessing and honor and glory and praise – this is the theme of the hymns that we raise; 
 this is the theme of the hymns that we raise. 
4.  Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb!  Take we the robe and the harp and the palm; 
 sing we the song of the Lamb who was slain, dying in weakness and rising to reign; 
 dying in weakness and rising to reign! 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day:  Lord of love, you have taught us that love is your greatest commandment.  
Teach us to love as unconditionally as you love us.  Amen. 
 
WORD 
 

A Prayer of Remembrance and Hope 

The litany is based on Psalm 89.  Please follow along by reading the petitions printed in bold 

type. 

 

Your love, God, is my song, and I’ll sing it!      I’m forever telling everyone how faithful you are. 

I’ll never quit telling the story of your love— how you built the cosmos and guaranteed 

everything in it. 

Your love has always been our lives’ foundation, your fidelity has been the roof over our world. 

We remember your people, O Lord, the people of the promise.  We hear their songs of praise, 
and our hearts rise up as we join our voices with theirs.  We too will sing of your steadfast 
love forever. 
God! Let the cosmos praise your wonderful ways, the choir of holy angels sing anthems to your 

faithful ways!  Search high and low, scan skies and land, you’ll find nothing and no one quite 

like God. 

The holy angels are in awe before God; the Lord looms immense and majestic over everything 

and everyone. God-of-the-Angel-Armies, who is like you, powerful and faithful from every 

angle? 

We remember your people, O Lord, the people of the promise.  We also hear and echo their 
lament.  We attempt to grasp their despair, and we share our own. 
How long do we put up with this, God?  Are you gone for good? Will you hold this grudge 

forever? 

Remember my sorrow and how short life is.  Did you create men and women for nothing but 

this? 

We’ll see death soon enough.  Everyone does.   And there’s no back door out of hell. 

So where is the love you’re so famous for, Lord?  What happened to your promise to David? 

We remember your people, the people of your covenant.  We tremble at their persistent 
praise.  Even in the face of hardship, they said: “Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
Blessed be God forever and always!  Yes. Yes!  Oh, yes! 

 
We remember your people, O Lord, the people of the promise.  And we also know that even 
in times of trouble, you were with them.  You were with them, sending prophets to announce 
your covenant faithfulness and to call your people to obedience.  You were with them, 



preparing the way for the coming of the Anointed One, our Messiah and Christ.  Truly we say: 
“Blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
When we despair, we remember your faithfulness and we proclaim: 
“Blessed be the name of the Lord.  Blessed be the name of the Lord!” 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
 



Gospel Acclamation
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Hymn of the Day
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Gospel:  Mark 12:28-34, 41-44          Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Mark 12:28-34, 41-44 (pew Bible p. 924)  Glory to you, O Lord.    (cong. is seated) 
 
The First Commandment 
28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered 
them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The first is, 

‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 Then 
the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there 

is no other’; 33 and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 
strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much more important than all whole burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far 

from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
 
The Widow’s Offering 
41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich 
people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a 
penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in 

more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their 
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
 
 The gospel of our Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Time & Sermon        Rev. Tammy 
Bull 
 
Hymn of the Day:  O God of Mercy, God of Light     ELW #714 
1.  O God of mercy, God of light, in love and mercy infinite,  
 Teach us, as ever in your sight, to live our lives in you. 
2.  You sent your Son to die for all, that our lost world might hear your call; 
 Oh, hear us lest we stray and fall!  We rest our hope in you. 
4.  For all are kindred, far and wide, since Jesus Christ for all has died; 
 Grant s the will, and grace provide, to love them all in you. 
5.  In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, may we each other’s burdens share; 
 May we, where help is needed, there give help as though to you. 
 





Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the    virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended to  the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins,  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.          Amen. 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you all.  And also with you.   
 
The Offering (At this time in our regular service, we bring our gifts and offerings to God as an 
act of thankfulness and worship.  Although many normal functions and programs of New 
Hope’s ministry are on hold because of the corona virus, your church continues to care for 
people in our congregation, our community, and throughout the world in the name of Jesus.  
We appreciate your faithfulness in contributing your time, energy, and money to that work!  In 
these weeks while we are not meeting in person, please continue to send your regular financial 
support to New Hope via US mail, automatic bill pay through your bank, or our new online 
feature through tithe.ly.  Thank you!) 
 
Prayers of the People 
Each petition ends with the words… “Lord, in your mercy… hear our prayer.” 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 
May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of the 
light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The 
Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor, (+) and give 
you peace.  Amen. 
 
Sending Song:  Christ is Made the Sure Foundation (tune: Angels from the Realms of Glory)  
ELW #645 
1.  Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ, our head and cornerstone, 
 Chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the church in one; 
 Holy Zion’s help forever, and our confidence alone. 
2.  To this temple, where we call you, come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; 
 Come with all your lovingkindness, hear your people as they pray; 
 And your fullest benediction shed within these walls today. 
3.  Here bestow on all your servants what they seek from you to gain; 



 What they gain from you, forever with the blessed to retain; 
 And hereafter in your glory evermore with you to reign. 
4.  Praise and honor to the Father, praise and honor to the Son, 
 Praise and honor to the Spirit, ever three and ever one:   
 One in might, and one in glory while unending ages run! 
 





Go in peace, to love and serve God and your neighbor.  We will, and we ask God to help us! 
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